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Abstract This literature review systematically summarizes research on the grant management of the
National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) following its reform in 2018. The objective is to
analyze the current state of grant management, identify primary issues, and assess existing
countermeasures and proposals, including their limitations. Employing a literature research approach, the
study searched keywords such as “natural science foundation” in Chinese databases like China National
Knowledge Infrastructure. The retrieved literature was then summarized and analyzed. The review reveals
opportunities for enhancing NSFC’s grant management in strategic orientation, process management,
operational management, and scientific community development. Through a systematic analysis of
proposed countermeasures, it is recommended that future policy research should prioritize integration with
real-world contexts, adopt a holistic and systematic perspective, strive for a closed-loop relationship
between countermeasure proposals and problem analyses, and maintain alignment with NSFC’s strategic
planning. This study appeals to increasing academic engagement in future policy research related to NSFC’s

grant management, contributing to improving the effectiveness of science fund allocation.

Keywords National Natural Science Foundation of China; grant management; literature review
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