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Analysis on the Mangement of Contract-based System for National Natural Science Fund

Lei Guo” Xiangping Zhang Lijing Zhang

Bureau of Finance , National Natural Science Foundation of China ,Beijing 100085

Abstract There are two categories of financial management system for projects supported by National
Natural Science Fund, i. e., the budget-based system and the contract-based system. The contract-based
system is one of the important contents of the “Streamlining Administration and Delegating Power,
Improving Regulation, and Upgrading Services” policies in scientific research management reform. Based
on the premise of trust, the purpose is enhancing the efficiency of research funds and releasing the
innovative vitality of scientific researchers. Combining with the specific management practice work, taking
the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars as an example, this paper starts with the
current situation of funding management since the reform of the contract-based system, analyzes the
problems existing in the current management. For the further development of the contract-based system of
scientific research project funding, it puts forward five countermeasures and suggestions which include
clarifying the concept of the contract-based system and establishing supporting system rules; completing
the performance evaluation mechanism of the contract-based system projects; perfecting the credit
management mechanism; promoting multi-in-one coordinated and efficient supervision and inspection;
strengthening the cost accounting management of scientific research projects. Simultaneously, it provides a
reference for improving the management efficiency of scientific research funds and improving the use

efficiency of financial funds.

Keywords management of scientific research funds; the contract-based system; National Science Fund for

Distinguished Young Scholars
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