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The Path of Interdisciplinary Development in Universities from

the Perspective of Resource Dependence Theory

Bolin Guo Liansheng Yang”
Graduate School of Education/School of Marxism s Dalian University of Technology s Dalian 116033

Abstract Interdisciplinary is the inevitable trend of discipline development,which is the important channel
to cultivate innovative talents in universities. The resources are an important guarantee for the development
of interdisciplinary. From the perspective of resource dependence theory, it's helpful to understand the
resource dependence and path of interdisciplinary development. Compared to established traditional
independent disciplines, emerging interdisciplinary combine two levels of external environments and have a
more significant need and dependence on resources. The tangible and intangible resources depend mainly on
the inner external environment consisting of the disciplinary faculty and school and the outer external
environment consisting of government, society and business. The tangible resources include capital,
labour, space, facilities and equipment, students and employment, the intangible resources refers to
system, power, culture, policy and law, credibility, information and technology. In light of this, the
development path of interdisciplinary not only consist of persisting in the characteristics and connotation of
development, but also the problem-solving and demand-oriented and follow the logic of the development of
discipline knowledge. In addition, establishing the organization, improving the system, building a platform

and cultivating the culture of interdisciplinary development are also necessary.

Keywords resource dependence theory; cross-discipline; interdisciplinary; external environment;

development path
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