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Abstract National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) firmly plays its role in the national science
and technology innovation system by funding basic research, talents and team building, with constant
financial support going to basic research in medical virology and related diseases. After the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic, NSFC swiftly implemented the important instructions of the Party Central
Committee and the State Council by launching special emergency projects, formulating major research
plans and launching special projects related to original exploration plans in a forward-looking manner. With
importance attached to both emergency and long-term use, NSFC has been funding basic research on
COVID-19, contributing to achieving scientific and technological breakthroughs in pandemic prevention and
control. This paper reviews the projects funded by NSFC in the field of medical virology, summarizes the
phased achievements made by the scientists funded in COVID-19 scientific and technological research,
offers insights in the development strategies of emergency and prospective basic research, so as to provide
references for the efforts made in playing a leading role in achieving original breakthroughs and responding

to major public health events.

Keywords epidemic prevention and control; COVID-19; National Natural Science Foundation of China;

medical field;basic research
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