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Zhang Ping'™ Ding Lin"' Xu Zhen'
1. Department of Physics, Beijing Normal University , Beijing 100875, China
2. Department of Teaching and Learning s The Ohio State University s Columbus OH 43210, USA

Abstract Physics Education Research (PER) has a history of over 50 years in the United States (US) and
is recognized as a legitimate subfield of physics supported by the National Science Foundation (NSF).
Continuous funding for PER is crucial for physics instruction and cultivation of scientific literacy. Drawing
from the database archived on the website of the NSF in the US, this paper provides a summative analysis
of the PER funding trends in the US around four aspects: numbers of NSF sponsored PER projects, dollar
amounts of funding, funding sources, and research directions of funded projects between 2011 and 2020.
This paper offers useful implications for the National Natural Science Foundation of China in terms of the
development of strategic plans, enhancement of physics education and PER in China, and research-based

training of physics talents.
Keywords Physics Education Research; National Science Foundation; funding
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