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Discussion on Indirect Costs Allocation Management of National
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Abstract

national science and technology system. Since 2015, the National Natural Science Foundation of China

The reformation of scientific research fund management is a crucial part of the reformation of the

(NSFC) has implemented the policy of indirect costs, formed a more systematic model on verification and
allocation of indirect costs, and achieved good reform results. However, there are still some differences in
the society’s understanding of indirect costs, the role of indirect costs has not been brought to full play,
and the some deficiencies still exist in the current indirect costs allocation method. Based on the
questionnaire survey of host institutions and researchers as well as the management practice of indirect
costs, the author puts forward some suggestions on improving the way of indirect costs allocation.

Keywords National Natural Science Foundation of China; indirect costs; allocation; science fund reform
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