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Abstract Over the past 40 years, China’s economy has maintained long-term rapid development, and the
socialist economic development with Chinese characteristics has achieved world-renowned achievements.
We need to conduct a systematic analysis on China’s economic issues, refine the law of China’s economic
development, build up a scientific analytic framework for Chinese economics, and develop a theoretical
system of socialist market economy with Chinese characteristics. This has become a broad consensus among
Chinese economics circles. To answer this “proposition of the times”, we urgently need to carry out
innovations in research paradigms and research methods. Based on the analysis results using bibliometrics
methods, this paper outlines the research outcomes on the law of China’s economic development and the
evolution process of their research paradigms, explains the significance of refining the law of China’s
economic development, and discusses the necessity, feasibility, and urgency of using quantitative analysis
methods to study China’s economic issues. It puts forward specific suggestions to enhance the normalization
and scientificity of Chinese economics research, the intersectionality and systematicness of research
paradigms and research methods. These suggestions include focusing on the collection of China’s economic
data and summarization of empirical stylized facts, accelerating the interdisciplinary integration, and
promoting international academic exchanges and cooperation. It could help to realize the unification of
economic thinking and scientific methods in the study of Chinese economics, and to enhance the

international academic influence of Chinese economics.
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