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Organizing purchase, sales or ghostwriting of theses shall be penalised

Yin Bo! Zheng Xiaoyao' Guo Jianquan®
(1. College for Criminal Law Science s Beijing Normal University , Beijing 100875;
2. Office of Research Integrity, National Natural Science Foundation of China, Beijing 100085)

Abstract Purchase, sales or ghostwriting of theses has already formed an integral dark industry chain,
which severely threaten research environment. The intermediaries and their organizing activities shall be
penalised and sanctioned. However, administrative sanctions do not punish academic misconduct adequate-
ly. Administrative supervision cannot cover many market participants. Civil sanctions play limit function
due to the restriction from consent of the parties. Therefore, penalty shall be forceful means against theses
purchase, sales or ghostwriting. Crime of illegal business operation, copyright infringement, contract
fraud, fraud and organizing cheating in examinations at present are not able to crack down these illegal con-
ducts. It is necessary to establish a separate crime of organizing purchase, sales and ghostwriting of theses

to punish these conducts.

Key words purchases and sales of theses; ghostwriting of theses; academic misconduct; third-party inter-

mediaries; penalisation
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