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African swine fever outbreak in China: reflection on program application and approval

Ren Hongyan

(Department of Life Sciencess National Natural Science Foundation of China s Beijing 10085)

Abstract The first African swine fever (ASF) outbreak in China reported on August 3, 2018 to OIE was
in Shenyang City, Liaoning province. Since then, in just 10 months, the government has reported
outbreaks across all the 31 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities in mainiand China, including
Hainan province with well defined natural geographical barriers. ASF is a major animal disease,
threatening an industry with trillion yuans of output and hundreds of millions of personnel involved. ASF
threatens our food security. Excellent scientific and technological supports are critical to control ASF in
China. At the time of funding system reform of National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) for
excellence in science, the author proposes that in the new layout of research areas, NSFC will have a
mechanism to proactively arrange and initiate funding research projects of major animal diseases and to
support long-term research by excellent Chinese scholars in overseas laboratories on major animal diseases
that have not occurred in China, consequently our nation will have sufficient reserves of science, technology
and talents in case of disease outbreak. In such a background, the author here proposes that excellent
scientists should think independently for writing innovative grant proposals and NSFC will have a

mechanism to proactively arrange and initiate supporting proposals in application-driven basic research.

Key words proactive layout of research areas; major animal diseases; African swine fever; program

application; program approval



