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Performance Evaluation of the NSFC—Zhejiang People’s Government Joint Fund for

the Industrialization and Informatization based on Technological Maturity

Xu Min"" Yang Chenhua™’ Chen Xinyi Xuan Xiaodong
The Executive Of fice of Zhejiang Provincial Natural Science Foundation, Hangzhou 310006

Abstract The Joint Fund established by the National Natural Science Foundation of China and the local
people’s government is of great significance for strengthening diversified investment in basic research and
accelerating the promotion of China’s regional independent innovation capabilities. The Joint Fund has
potential basic research spillover effects. At the same time, the Joint Fund emphasizes that it is guided by
regional development needs to guide the development of cross-regional, cross-industry, and cross-
disciplinary collaborative innovation in basic research. This objectively requires researchers to leave the
“comfort zone” of traditional basic research to a certain extent. According to management theories such as
HU, in this case, the primary investigators need to have greater incentives to ensure the successful
implementation of the project. Based on this, it is proposed that the continuous improvement of
technological maturity and easier acceptance by the industry through Joint Fund project research will play
an important role in stimulating the project leader, and will promote the collaborative innovation of basic
research and the integration and application of the research findings after the project is completed. Based on
the above understanding, taking the NSFC—Zhejiang People’s Government Joint Fund for the
Industrialization and Informatization as an example, it carried out empirical research on performance and
put forward management recommendations for relevant departments to continuously improve the

effectiveness of the Joint Fund.

Keywords the National Natural Science Foundation of China; Joint Fund; basic research spillover effects;

technological maturity; operational performance
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